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sary for these young communities to become properly
self-conscious before any party insistent upon States
rights could become a political force. But the self-
consciousness that eventually found political expres-
sion was that generated on the frontier. The great
expansion of America from the Atlantic to the Pacific
produced the typical American man as the nineteenth
century knew him, a sturdy individualist, used to
grappling with nature and contemptuous of the us-
ages, social no less than political, of the older organised
societies back East. These men were the American
Democracy, which first asserted its political rights
with the election of Andrew Jackson to the presi-
dency in 1828, and it is among the little ironies of
history that the name Democrat came particularly to
attach itself to those who held that one man had a
perfect title to own another provided that his skin
was of a different colour.

In England, party has been integrated into the
fabric of government. In America, with all powers
neatly distributed under the provisions of the Con-
stitution, it could not be, and the result has been an
elephantiasis of party that is at once all-pervading
and wholly irresponsible. Private Willis's observation
in Gilbert and Sullivan's opera "lolanthe'" that:

"Every boy and every gal
That comes into this world alive
Is either a little Liberal
Or else a little Conservative"

was ceasing to be true at the time when it was first